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the difficulty of language is to be considered, together with the fact that such records, hastily made, are apt to be inexact, this is easily understood. He next appears in the Album under date May 6, 1669, as already stated. He therefore began in 1654, and was still at work in 1669, but he had not been there continuously.
Further light is thrown upon his career by the fact that he was not alone in leaving Japan, perhaps about 1652. He had with him a companion of the same age and of similar tastes. In the Alburn, under date September 4, 1654, appears this entry: "Franciscus Carron Japonensis, 20, P." Within a week, therefore, of the first enrollment of Hartsingius, another Japanese of same age, and doubtless his companion in travel, registered in the same faculty. But while Hartsingius remained in Leyden for years, we hear no more of Carron. Did he die, leaving his companion alone in this strange land? Did he go to some other university? Or did he make his way back to Japan?1
Now who was this Petrus Hartsingius who not only braved death by leaving his country at a time when such an act was equivalent to high treason, but who was excellent as a mathematician? What ever became of him? Did he die, an unknown though promising student, in some part of the West, or did he surreptitiously find his way back to his native land? If he passed his days in Europe did he send any messages from time to time to his friends, telling them of the great world in which he dwelt, and in particular of the medical work and the mathematics of the intellectual center of Northern Europe? In other words, for our immediate purposes, could the mathematics of the West, or any intimation of what was being accomplished by its devotees, have reached Japan in Seki's time?
* SCHOTEL, G. D. J., De Academic is Leiden in de z6e, i?e en i8e eeuw Haarlem, 1875, speaks (p. 266) of Japanese students at Leyden, and a further* search, may yield more information. We have been over the lists with much care from 1650 to 1670, and less carefully for a few years preceding and following these dates.